ACROCHORDUS JAVANICUS.
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CHARACTER GENERICUS.

Verrucee totum corpus obtegentes.

CHARACTER SPECIFICUS, &c.

ACROCHORDUS terreo-fufcus, fubtus palli-
dior, lateribus albido-varlegatis.

I’JACROCHORDE pEe Java.
Cepede Hift. Nat. des Serpents, p. 472.

ACROCHORDUS JAVANICUS.
Hornfledt.

Memoires de I’ Académie des Sciences de
Stockbolm, an. 1787. p. 3ob.

Fournal de Phyfique, an. 1788. p. 284.

Differt Acrochordus a reliquo omni ferpentino
genere, quod non fquamis fed tuberculis innumeris
verrucarum ad inftar totus {it obductus. Genus
igitur revera eft diftinctum, cujus unica tantum
{pecies (illa nempe qua in tabula depingitur) ad~
huc cognita cft. Infulam Javam inhabitat, amat-
gue pracipue degere ubi piper fatum fuerit. Cref-

cit



cit Acrochordus in magnam molem, longus fcilicet
interdum plufquam pedes feptem. Caput modi-
cum, vix collo latius, paulum complanatum eft.
Corpus verfus medium fenfim craflius prope caudam
fubito contrahitur et gracilefcit. Cauda ipfa, bre-
viffima fi cum corpore comparetur, apicem habet
leviter acuminatum. Color rariflimi hujus ferpentis
eft terreo-fufcus, dorfo nigriore, ventre pallidiore,
quzx variatio fubobfcure cernitur in lateribus. Vifu
afper et injucundus eft Acrochordus, expers autem
veneni, quippe quod careat dentibus tubulatis, qui
ferpentibus folummodo virulentis contingunt.  Spe-
cimen ipfifimum, unde delineata noftra figura, in
Mufeo Britannico aflfervatur, pedes circitur tres lon-
gum. Si microfcopio accurate examinentur ver-
rucee, {pecies efle fquamarum videntur, que ad-
modum convexa carina femi-longitudinali obtufe-
acuminata inftruuntur: minores vero qua prope
caudam, preter mediam carinam prominentia utrin-
que notantur.
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THE
ACROCHORDUS,

OR

“WARTED SNAKE.

Ddeiieiooleioletolulopdeldolol delolb dol

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Tubercles refembling warts covering the whole
body.

SpEcIFIC CHARACTER, &c.
BROWN ACROCHORDUS, paler benecath ;

with the fides obfcurely variegated with
whitifh. |
HORNSTEDT. defcr.
Mem: de I’ Acad: des Sciences de Stockbolm. 1787.
p- 306.
Fournal de Phyfigue. 1788. p. 284.

The Acrochordus differs from all the reft of the
ferpent tribe in being covered all over with innu-
merable muricated wart-like prominences. It there-
fore forms a diftin¢t genus, of which the {pecies here
reprefented is the only one at prefent known. Itis

an inhabitant of Java, and is principally found
amongft



amongft plantations of pepper. It fometimes at-
tains to a very confiderable fize; having been feen
of the length of more than feven feet. The head
is of moderate fize, or fcarce of greater diameter
than the neck, and of a fomewhat flattened fhape:
the body gradually thicker towards the middle, and
fuddenly contra&s towards the tail, which is very
fhort in proportion, and {lightly acuminated at its
extremity. The colour of this curious {nake isan
earthy-brown, deeper on the back, and fomewhat
paler or more inclining to white on the under fur-
face: an obfcure fort of variegation is alfo vifi-
ble on each fide the body. It isan animal of an
unpleafing appearance, but is not of a poifonous
nature, being unprovided with thofe tubular teeth
or fangs which are peculiar to venomous ferpents.
The fpecimen from which. the prefent figure was
taken is in the Britith Mufeum, and is about three
feet in length.

On accurate examination, by the affiftance of a
glafs, tife verrucze or prominences on the fkin of
the Acrochordus appear to be a {pecies of {cales,
extremely convex, and furnifhed with an elevated
femi-longitudinal obtufely-acuminated ridge or ca-
rina; and the {maller {cales, or thofe towards the
tail, are furnithed with two {maller or lateral pro-
minences; viz. one on each fide the middle one.



